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Wasco Union High School District 
Board of Trustees 

Regular Board Meeting 
Boardroom NKVTC Room 4 

November 14, 2013 
7:00 p.m. 

Adopted Minutes 
           

 
I. Call to Order – 6:00 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Wasco Union High School District Board of Trustees was called 
to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Wayne Wallace. 
   
Board Members Present 
Mr.  Wayne Wallace, President   Mr. Craig Fulwyler  
Mrs. Patricia Sanchez, Clerk  Mr. Jesse Acebedo 

Mr. Cruz Rodriguez 
 

 Administrators Present 
Mrs. Lori Albrecht   Mr. Joe Elwood  
Mr. Robert Cobb   Mr. Martin Lonza 
     Mrs. Pat Rissi     
    

 Classified Management Present 
Mr. Jeff Payne    Mr. John Yanez 
Mr. Joe Salazar 
     
Secretary Present 
Mrs. Gracie Saldaña 
 
Visitors 
Joaquin Castillo, TJ Yasenchak, Kevin Tallon, Janice Clement, Terry Clement, Diane 
Villagran, Rafael Gonzalez, Christina Salinas, Barry Braun, Grant Herndon 
 
Flag Salute 

 The flag was saluted. 
  
II. Adopt Agenda 

It was moved by Acebedo and it was seconded by Sanchez to adopt the agenda.  Motion 
carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 

     
III. Public Comments 

None 
 

IV. Executive Session 
The meeting convened in executive session at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Regular Session 
The meeting convened in regular session at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Announcement of Executive Session Actions  
None 
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V. Reading and Approval of Minutes 

It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Sanchez to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of October 10, 2013, special meeting of October 19, 2013 and special 
board meeting of October 24, 2013.  Motioned carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

VI. Public Comments 
 
 

VII. Items From Board Members  
Mr. Acebedo reported on the Kern County Student Leadership, Fall Bash.  There were 
200 students from 17-18 Schools.  Mr. Rangel cooked lunch, “Taco Monday”.  The next 
meeting will be on the 19th.   
 
Mrs. Sanchez reported that she loved Wasco High School Football.  She loved the 
Wasco/Shafter Game, especially how it ended.  She loved how all our players were back 
and they did Wasco proud.  She also reported that she attended the Kern County Student 
Leadership Meeting and enjoyed what she seen.  It’s a good group of kids.   
 
Mr. Rodriguez shared that he attended Mr. Acebedo’s meeting (Kern County Student 
Leadership); the kids were very receptive.  Mr. Rodriguez reported that he was not aware 
of the tagging on campus until his grandson called him while he was at the beach.  Mr. 
Elwood shared that at 8:30 at night the north side of the Cafeteria, south side of the 
English Building and the tiger was tagged.  He did contact the sheriffs and principal of 
Shafter High School.  They do have the video but we have not received a response.  By 
the time we were preparing for the rally to begin the tagging was all cleaned up and gone.  
Mr. Rodriguez thanked Mr. Yanez and his crew for cleaning it up.   
 
Mr. Fulwyler shared that imitation is the best form of flattery, we even have other schools 
following our lead.  We even have had other schools attended our rallies.  Mr. Elwood 
reported that it is a great event and our ASB is to be commended.  Wasco High School’s 
school spirit is like no other, it is known throughout Kern County but until you 
experience it, we have had schools join us for our rallies and they want to return the next 
year.  
   
Mr. Wallace thanked Mr. Elwood for having the powder puff on a non -board meeting 
night.  He shared that he thought it was the understanding at the last board meeting that 
the attendance office would have the agenda posted in their office.  He then asked due to 
shootings in this day and age, have we considered metal detectors at all entries?  Mr. 
Lonza reported that it is a possibility but unsure if we want to go to that extreme, are we 
at that point yet?  Mr. Wallace also asked if all of our bathrooms have doors for every 
stall.  Mr. Yanez reported that they should.  Mr. Wallace reported that it is his 
understanding that all the doors should be on the stalls with the transgender issues going 
on.  He then shared that truancy was also discussed at our last meeting and would like 
Mrs. Rissi to discuss that.  Mrs. Rissi reported that when she checks out the attendance 
report with other schools and she discovered we are doing much better than other 
schools.  She shared that we notify parents by letter, we have Saturday school, with the 
new ABI program we can follow up with their missing assignments.  The teacher is 
required to follow up with a teacher review to ensure the student is completing at least 
three assignments.  The students are showing up and the grades are being improved.  The 
Saturday school has almost become a tier two intervention program.  Another 
intervention that is being utilized is a student who is dropped from a class also has their 
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missing assignments handed to them with the opportunity to complete them during their 
stay.  It’s a win, win situation.  Mr. Elwood shared since we don’t have a dedicated police 
officer, we definitely have remarkable numbers.  Mrs. Albrecht reported that we have 
annual data that we provide to the CDE, we can get those numbers as well.  Mr. Acebedo 
asked what is considered truant.  Mrs. Rissi reported that missing 3 full days of school 
total, not consecutive, or late 3 or more days to a class.  Mr. Elwood shared that if 
attendance goes down, grades go down.  Mr. Wallace asked what our average attendance 
is.  Mrs. Rissi reported we are above average for Kern County at 96%.  Mr. Wallace 
shared that it fantastic.   
   

VIII. Reports 
1. Estela Pruneda, student board representative reported on Wasco/Shafter Week,  

Rally & game.  She reported that we had South High join us for our rally and they 
are asking to return.   She shared that we had the CAHSEE reward trip today to a 
Hockey Game.  The Powder Puff Game is at 7 PM on the 21st.     
 

2. Mr. Fulwyler, North Kern Vocational Training Center reported on the last 
meeting as they toured the new construction building project.  We are excited for 
this opportunity for our students to learn.  It is going to take all year.  Paramount 
is great to work with, it is a fantastic program.  We are also working on 
reestablishing the welding program in Delano. 

 
3. Assistant Superintendent Mrs. Lori Albrecht shared that we now have a media 

crew.  Mr. Eusebio and his team of students have been providing us with weekly 
Wasco High Media updates and she shared the update with the Board.  Mrs. 
Albrecht then reported at last month’s meeting that Mr. Rodriguez requested 
athletic expenditures, so she provided to the Board a spreadsheet of athletic 
expenditures.  Football is by far the greatest revenue to ASB.  Mr. Elwood 
reported that Football pretty much takes care of athletics as a whole.  During play 
offs 40% of money goes back to CIF and then the rest of the money is split 
between the two teams.  Mr. Rodriguez thanked Mrs. Albrecht for the report.   

 
Mrs. Albrecht then reported to the Board the District’s enrollment.  Last year at 
this time, we were at 1559 at Wasco High and 195 at Independence High with a 
total for the District 1754.  Last month at this time we were at 1735 for the 
District, 1550 at Wasco High and 177 at Independence High.  As of today, we are 
at 1549 at Wasco High and 183 at Independence High with a total of 1732 for the 
District.   
 
Mrs. Albrecht then thanked Mr. Castillo, Mr. Yasenchak and Mr. Tallon for their 
participation in the DSLT as a result of their participation they were considered 
for this great opportunity.  She then introduced Mr. Elwood who presented the 
teachers who attended the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Teachers Forum; 
Mr. Joaquin Castillo, Math, Mr. Kevin Tallon, Social Science and Mr. TJ 
Yasenchak, English.  Mr. Tallon thanked administration and the Board for the 
opportunity to attend The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Teachers Forum.   
Mr. Castillo reviewed the Monday evening highlights and Tuesday’s highlights of 
the Gates Foundation.  He then reviewed the “Gallery Walk”, teacher reaching out 
to other teachers.  Mr. Yasenchak reviewed the resources discovered through 
networking and reported that Wasco Union High School has been very proactive 
in its preparation for the states transition to the Common Core State Standards. 
Wasco High School collaboration is well advanced.  Mr. Castillo shared that the 
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teachers also shared that they wished they had time to network with their fellow 
teachers which we are already doing on campus every Tuesday.  Mr. Yasenchak 
reported that our technology infrastructure is advanced and prepared for transition 
to CCSS.  Mr. Tallon shared that the teachers of the year affirmed that Wasco 
High School is headed in the right direction and have been for several years.  The 
Waco High Teachers were part of the Roll Global (Paramount) Central Valley 
Team.    Mr. Castillo shared that Wasco High School is doing what other school 
districts wish and want to be doing. 
  

IX. Discussion and Action 
1. It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Fulwyler on the approval of Personnel 

Consent Agenda.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0 
 

2. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Rodriguez on the approval of the 
Ratification of Contract of Employment, Job Title: Superintendent. Motion 
carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 

 
3. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Sanchez on the approval of the 

Designate Thursday, December 12, 2013 as the Annual Organizational Meeting of 
the Board of Trustees.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

4. It was moved by Sanchez and seconded by Rodriguez on the approval of the 
Interdistrict Transfer Requests.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

5. It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Fulwyler on the approval of the  
Facilities Requests.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 3; Noes: 2(Sanchez & Rodriguez 
/McFarland High School Soccer Games); Absent: 0.   
 
Mrs. Sanchez shared that she feels that McFarland can make other arrangements 
due to their gang issue.  Mr. Elwood reported that they talked to Delano with no 
support.  He understands that McFarland does have gangs.  Mr. Fulwyler asked if 
there is an option to cancel if issues arise?  Mr. Acebedo asked if we would have a 
contract with McFarland?  Mr. Elwood shared that we do reserve that option to 
cancel at any time.  Mrs. Sanchez reported that this does concern her for the 
students.  Mr. Acebedo shared that as a rule soccer games do not attract a whole 
lot of fans.      
 

6. It was moved by Sanchez and seconded by Rodriguez on the approval of the Field 
Trips.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 

 
7. It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Fulwyler on the approval of the 

Obsolete Technology.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

X. Discussion and Information 
1. Instructional Materials for Health was introduced to the Board. 
2. Correspondence from California School Boards Association (CSBA) regarding  

  Call for Nomination For CSBA Delegate Assembly was shared with the Board. 
 

XI. Claims Transfers and Accounts 
It was moved by Sanchez and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the claims, transfers and 
accounts for Batches 24, 27, 29, 31, through 39, and Payrolls in the amount of 
$1,663,950.52.   Motioned carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0.   
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XII. Adjournment 

It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Fulwyler to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 
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